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AUGUST, 1884. 


THE MONTH. 


Copenhagen are such as to give promise of a most successful meeting. No fewer 
than 1,300 names have already been registered of friends who have expressed their 
intention to be present. It is a satisfactory circumstance that nearly 200 names have 
been sent from Norway and Sweden, incloding many who belong to the State Church 
and several of its dignitaries. This is « striking commentary upon the statement 
made in a letter, which recently appeared in the Times newspaper, to the effect that 
the National Church of Sweden was not likely to be represented at the Conference. 
Arrangements have been made so that the expense of travelling will not be very 
heavy. In these circumstances we have every reason to anticipate that it will be 
Bcandinavis. 

The death of Dr. Jacobson has not been long delayed after his resignation of the 
see of Chester. The deceased prelate had been in ill-health for some time, and sank 
gradually till his death took place Although he began life under Nonconformist 
influences, and attended for a time the Dissenting College at Homerton, it was with 
Oxford that he was associated throughout most of his career. He was a man of 
ripe scholarship and of theological erudition ; and in his episcopal position he showal 
firmness and pradence, together with a great regard for the interests of the Church. 
His death creates no vacancy, as his see was filled up after his resignation. 


, The Convocation of the Province of Canterbury has been making some fresh 
departures under the new Archbishop. There is to be a body of laymen who are to 
act in connexion with the bishops and clergy. A Board of Missions is to be 
instituted. This Board, however, is not to interfere with the two great organizations 
which are already in existence—the Church Missionary Society and that for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. Its duty will be to endeavour to excite a widespread 
interest in mission work ; and it will be ready to give counsel and to act as referee 
on any question that may be submitted. It is difficult to say whether it will accom- 
plish much, but we note it intends to proceed with modesty and caution. 


An important question in connexion with missionary work has been discussed of 
late in two or three channels. This is the point of missions being self-supporting. 
It is held that the history of the most successful missions proves that the wisest 
policy is not to use mission fands in any shape or way for the support of converts 
from among the heathen. Ail the expenses of native churches should be borne by 
native Christians, while the whole of the missionary funds collected at home should 
be employed for the support of the missionaries who are sent out. This plan is 
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principally for the reason that a more sturdy and genuine type of Christianity is 
produced among the converts when they receive no pecuniary benefit, either directly 
or indirectly, but, on the contrary, have responsibilities laid on themselves for the 
maintenance of Christian work. The case of the mission to the Karens in Burmak 
is the one which is principally appealed to in support of this position. Even those 
who may consider the principle thus laid down a rather extreme and severe one, may 
yet see that there is a great deal of force in the objections which are urged against a 
lavish expenditure for the benefit of those who are brought in from heathenism and 
organized into Christian communities. = 

At the time when Keshub Chunder Sen visited this country, a number of people 
were foolish enough to believe that he was going to inaugurate a great spiritual 
movement in India. As his views were those of simple Theism, or, in other words, 
Unitarianism, it was evident that there was no power nor vitality in them to accom- 
plish anything really great. In spite of all that appeared in print about the 
Brahmo-Somaj, it never was anything more than a small sect, and it has now 
dwindled away almost to nothing. It is reported that there are not fifty members 
actually belonging to it; and even inclading the sections that have broken off, the 
entire number is very small. This is not the first movement of the kind which has 
taken place in India, and perhaps it will not be the Jast. We have had safficient 
proof, however, that no modification of Hinduism, nor any purely philosoph ical 


religion, will ever be able to accomplish anything of importance in the conflict 
the ancient superstitions and rooted customs of the country. 


A very valuable collection of books, or rather a very extensive library, has been 
handed over by Mr. T. B. Allen, a barrister of the Inner Temple, to the Wesleyan 
body. Mr. Allen is over eighty years of afe, and has spent a large part of his life 
in making the collection. The sole conditions are that the books should be kept 


together in one place for the purpose, and that the place should be within the limite 
of the cities of London and Westminster. 


A good many commemorations have taken place of late, some of wider and 
some of more restricted interest. Another has to be added to the list. In this 
case, the celebration was not taken up in our own country; nor, indeed, did it ex- 
tend beyond the narrow limits of the State to which the hero himself belonged. On 
July 10, the third centenary of the death of William the Silent-was made the occa- 
sion of special remembrance in the city of Delft, in Holland. In 1584, William fell 
by the hand of Balthasar Gerard, an assassin, who was instigated to the deed by the 
enormous bribe of 25,000 crowns which Philip of Spain had put as a price on the 
head of William. The great monarch—cruel, bigoted, and fanatical as he was— 
had been foiled in his attempt to crush the movement for religious liberty which 
William sustained. Philip represented to the fall the blind and. persecuting spirit 
of the Church of Rome. William was animated by that noble and. independent 
spirit which sprung from his acceptance of the Gospel. By his firmness, courage, 
and skill, he defeated the proud legions of Spain, and established the independence 
of his native country. The conflict was essentially one between Protestantism and 
Popery. The triumph of the Reformation was wrapped up in William’s. success. 
We; in England, have some historical connexion with this great Prince. .A-later 
Prince of Orange ascended our throne under the name of William 1m. His snecess 
against the forces of James 11. finally established the ascendancy of Protestantism 


> 

; @s our national religion, and brought in the period of toleration in matters of faith 
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The meeting of the General Council of the Presbyterian Alliance, which took 
plage at Belfast, has proved to be most encouraging and satisfactory. It is intended 
to organize the Alliance more thoroughly, so as to make it permanently effective for 
practical purposes. The next meeting will be held in London in 1888, that year 
having been selected because it will be the bicentenery year of the Revolution in 

Two new bishoprics have been formed abroad, one for East Africa, and the 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, in his speech in the House of Lords, said that 
the Church put confidence in the people. It is quite certain that alienation of 
those to whom they minister must be a very yreat 
good. There must be affection between pastor 
Word is to be followed by any results of a 


the 
Archbishop, and quoted the language used by the late Duke of Albany to the effect 
that the different classes of society should remain in sympathy with each other if 


Lord Shaftesbury, in speaking on a later occasion in the House of Lords, said 
that the working classes had not the reverence.for ancient institutions that they 
used to have. His Lordship spoke as if there were more elements of danger among 
» the people than there used to be. No one is better entitled to speak of the working 
classes than Lord Shaftesbury. He has identified himself with them in sympathy, | 
and laboured most angradgingly on their behalf. That there is a restless and self- 
assertive spirit abroad may be true, but his Lordship has often borne testimony to | 
the improvement which in many respects has taken place among them. There may 
be dangers ahead, but there sre aleo many things to make us hope that better 
days are in store both for the working classes and the whole body of the people. she ke 


The Roman Catholic system gives many tokens that it is not yet dead, Some 
of ite manifestations of vitality come on us unexpectedly. In Belgium, for instance, 
there has been a great reaction against the Liberal party, and the Clericals have got 
inte power, One result of this will be that diplomatic relations will be renewed 
between Belgium and the Vatican, In Italy, also, there are some indications of J 
clerical influence rising. We can hardly imagine, however, that it will make great 
way in that country. It is reported that the Pope secretly offered a large sum of 
money for the new Waldensian Church, which has been lately opened at Rome. As 
was to be expected, the offer was rejected. . 


The proposal of the Rev. E. H. Bickersteth in regard to paying off the whole 
debt incurred in connexion with the additions recently made to the Church 
Missionary House in Salisbury Square, has been warmly seconded, but the object in 
view has not yet been fully accomplished. So much progress has, however, been 


| 

other for Assiniboia, in North-west America. The latter diocese is taken out of the 

dioceses of Rapert’s Land and Saskatchewan. The men selected for the new sees | 

have been the Rey. J. Hannington and the Rev. A. J. R. Anson. | 

| 

beneficial kind. It is most desirable that the laity should be convinced that the | 

clergy have their best interests in view. The Bishop of Manchester, in preaching on - 

any effective progress were to be made. Dr. Fraser has displayed so much activity 

in forwarding measures for the public good, that his utterances on this subject are 

snre to command respect. 
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most encouraging thing when obligations of this kind are promptly met, and « 
heavy debt is not left to damp the spirits and cripple the efforts of s Ohristian 


One or two remarkable steps have been taken in connexion with the Convocation 
of the Province of York. It is considered desirable to have an organization of 


Church of Rome, and were at once a strength and a scandal, were innocent enough, 
many of them, in their beginning. It is the idea of a separated and superior 
sanctity, depending on the observance of some outward rule, which lies at the root of 
the mischief. The separation of the Church from the world is a separation in 
character, not in garb or outward mode of life. Organizations are a good thing if 
they keep true to the simplicity of Gospel principles, not otherwise. 


Another point that may be noticed was the change made by the Archbishop in 
putting an end to the arrangement by which the various orders of clergy met in 
common. His decision was not received without remonstrance, and will be regarded 
by many as a retrograde step. 


The Conference of the Wesleyans has been holding its sittings at Burslem. 
There was some difference of feeling as to who should be elected President. The 
choice, however, fell on Dr. Frederick Greeves. A number of votes, however, were 
given for the Rev. Richard Roberts and the Rev. Robert Newton Young. 


The lst of August this year is the jubilee of the day when the slaves throughout 
all the possessions of Great Britain attained their freedom. It was «long and 
arduous struggle which succeeded in winning their emancipation. Many noble 
names are connected with the history of that movement. Among these the names 
of Clarkson and Wilberforce stand pre-eminent. The history of slavery in America 
is a singular one. It was the mistaken philanthropy of Las Casas which introduced 
African bondage into the West Indies. Filled with pity and indignation at the 
rapid disappearance of the native Indians under the labours imposed on them, and 
for which their want of physical strength rendered them incapable, he suggested the 
introduction of a stronger race better fitted for the tasks imposed on them by the 
planters. Thus began the “domestic institution,” as it afterwards came to be 
called. The horrors of the slave-trade first roused this country to indignation, and 
the traffic in human beings was put a stop to, though not without much difficulty. 
Slavery, however, still continued to exist for a time, and great apprehensions were 
felt as to what the result of a general emancipation might be. These fears, however, 


were falsified. The twenty millions given by the country in compensation to the 


slave-owners shows how earnest the purpose was which had taken hold of the heart 
of the English people. The problem of the abolition of slavery in America was & 
of a serious nature involved in its settlement. The Christian conscience, however, 
of the American people rose at last to the height of the emergency. At a cost of 
a Herculean straggle, in which both blood and money were freely lavished, the great 
work was at last completed. America can now boast with trath that she is a land 
of freedom. She will not lack the reward which follows such noble deeds. There 


society. 7 

women workers in connexion with the Church. To this, in itself, there can be no 
objection ; on the contrary, it may be the means of accomplishing effective service 

of a kind that could not otherwise be so easily overtaken. There may be room, 
however, for a little wholesome jealousy in regard to what developments may issue 

out of so excellent an institution, The orders which became so prevalent in the 
‘ 
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has been a consolidation of her power and an elevation of her political life. There 
is not a country on the face of the globe whose prospects of the future are more 
cheering. The bonds also which unite America to ourselves are always growing 
dearer and stronger. In spite of the fact that some of the inveterate enemies 
England seek to abuse the asylum which the American shores afford, we believe 
there never was a time when the hearts of the two countries beat more in unison 
than at the present moment ; so may it ever continue. 


On the 4th of the present month a Conference, extending over six days, will 
take place at Berne. By the permission of the Federal Government, it will be held 
in the Federal Palace. The Conference has been convoked by the International 
Peace Society of England, in conjunction with that of Belgium. The Powers will 
be represented by the various Consuls or Ministers at present in Switserland. The 
object of it is to consult on the best means to be taken with a view to lessen the 
chances of war. The principal topics for discussion will be “ International Arbitra- 
tion,” “ International Disarmament,” “ International Tribunals,” and the ‘‘ Neutral- 
ization of the Ocean Canals.” It is to be hoped that the discussions of the 
Conference will have the effect of putting some of these questions in a clear and 
practical shape, and that, moreover, they will arouse the conscience of the civilized 
world on the need of using every possible safeguard to maintain pvace and prevent 
the ravages and the crimes of war. 


The Select Committee on Church Patronage agreed on a series of resolutions 
with remarkable unanimity. The general drift of these is confirmatory of the 
principle of Mr, Leatham’s Bill. The practice of selling the next presentations of 
livings is emphatically condemned. They recommend also the abolition of the sale 
of advowsons, with certain limitations. Queen Anne’s Bounty Fund, they consider, 
should be used to proyide compensation, but in no case should the amount exceed 
five years’ purchase. What practical action may follow on the recommendations of 
the Committee remains to be seen. It is a good sign, however, of the progress of 
just and true ideas concerning the relation of a pastor and his people that such 
recommendations have been made. Although the law recognizes the right to 
appoint to the cure of souls as a property, we have yet to learn on what scriptural 
foundation such a claim can rest. 


LITERARY. 
Tux deepest thing we can reach in inquiring into man is his moral nature. Beyond 
that it is impossible to go. His sentient life and his intellectual powers constitute 
the court and the vestibule, but his moral nature is the temple itself. With 
befitting reverence, may we not say the same thing of God? His omnipotence and 
omniscience are His more external glories, if we may venture to use such language ; 
but in His holiness and love the peculiar essence of His divinity resides. God's 
dealing with men has been and always must be a moral dealing, suitable to His 
nature and ours. In this the dispensation of grace and of law are intertwined and 
combined. The Gospel rests on moral foundations, and does not supersede, but lend 
new force and life to moral obligations. A study of the dispensation of law in ite 
narrower sense is necessary for the full understanding of the Gospel in its provisions, 
promises, and precepts, We are glad to notice in the “Household Library of 
Exposition” ‘@ new contribution to this importany subject in “The Law of Ten — 
Words,” by Dr. Oswald Dykes (Hodder and Stoughton). It is written with great 
clearness compressed and yet affluent force of language, and in an elevated spirit 
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ef moral carnesiness, The position of the Decalogue in regard to the Jewish 
Gemmmonwealth is well expounded, and the book concludes with two admirable 
chapters on the second great commandment and the uses and abuses of the law. 


The divinity of our Lord and Saviour has been the point in the Christian 
faith most vehemently attacked by its opponents ; and, in consequence of this, it is 
the point on which very special attention has been bestowed by orthodox theologians. 
With the exception of some ancient heretics, none have ever questioned the proper 
humanity of Jesus of Nazareth. Bat sceptics have usually contended that He was 
bat man and no more, It is necessary, however, for Christian readers nottolese 
1 sight of His humanity while believing in His Godhead. The pecaliar glory of 
: Christ is in the combination of these two natares for the purpose of i 

our salvation. It is only when faith looke to Him in this light that it is able to 
appresiate and rejoice in the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. Preachers will find that their hearers will better feel what Christ is as 
Ged when they set that forth in connexion with what Heis as man. This has been ' 
done with mach clearness and pathos in a set of six Lent Sermons preached at 
St. James's, Piccadilly, by H. G. Bonavia Hunt, and which have been published 
under the title of “The Glories of the Man of Sorrows” (Cassell and Co.). The 
following extract will show the style of this excellent little book: “When Pilate 
exclaimed, ‘Behold the man!’ he was unconscious that he was uttering an 
Fe immortal sentence, a stupendous truth. He was simply struck with the unusual aspect 
“of the acensed One as He stood before His judge, fresh from the scourging and the 
insults of the soldiers ; the wan face sprinkled with the blood-drops from the crown 
“ of thorns; meek, yet fall of dignity ; bowed, and yet unshrinking ; the form scantily 
covered with the parple of mock royalty. All this cruel treatment of the person of 
Jesus seemed the more barbarous from its unwonted incongruity; so that Pilate 
could only ejaculate his involuntary admiration of the majestic Being who stood 
before him. Look, what aman! Here is, indeed, a man above other men. Such 
was the attribute wrang from the Procorator of Judea, a weak and despicable 
creature, unequal to the courage of his own convictions, anworthy’the noble name 
of Roman: and in his own mouth the confession was worth litjle; but the occasion 
stamped upon it the seal of immortality; it has become a watch of Christianity ; 
the great fact it embodies is one of the glories of the Man of sorrows.” 


Englishmen have not always been alive to the honour they might justly 
claim from great movements which have been originated by their own countrymen. 
The influence of Wiclif oa the religious movement in Bohemia under Hus has been 
considerably debated, but a final settlement of the question is made by Dr. Johann 
Loserth, Professor of History at the University of Ozernowits. In his work, 
“ Wiclif and Has” (Hodder and Stoughton), the learned Professor adduces a very 
large number of proof passages to show that the theology of the Bohemian Reformer 
was taken from his English compeer. Loserth says : “ in truth, Wiclif is one of the 
Reformer before the Reformation.” And again, “That which Hus has deposited in 
the way of theological knowledge in his various Latin tractates, he owes almost 
exclusively to the Englishmen from whose writings he has by diligent study derived 
it, During the last years of his life Hus in reality appears as a genuine Wiclifite ; 
with such verbal fidelity, and not seldom with so much naivete,-has he copied the 
writings of the Englishman.” Loserth’s book is very ‘able and scholarly one, and 
forms a very seasonable contribution to the literature of the subject 


| 
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THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS. 


Tax July anmber of the New York Christian World-conteins long aud interest. 
ing article on the American Church in Paris, at present under the pastorate of the 
Rev. Dr. Beard. The article is written by Dr. Li T: Chamberlain, and the Church 
is in connexion with the American and Foreign Ohristian Union. The work was 
begun by the Rev. Dr, Kirk in 1857, and on quitting Paris after the effort, he said: 
“ We owe it to our God to recognize Him by erecting here a house of prayer... . 
Here the services are to be Christian, parely and simply Christian ; evangelical, but 
never denominational; ever in Christian fellowship and charity... . This is the 
first charch which the citizens of the United States have erected in Europe. Here 
the American Republic declares that she honours God. Here she says to her absent 
sons, ‘ Remember the God of your fathers, and honoar Him among strangers.’ ” 

The following paragraph from Dr. Chamberlain's article will be specially interest- 
ing to our readers: ‘‘ Ten years later, in 1868, the Christian aséembly was formal! 
organized into a Obristian church, on the basis of the International Evangelical 
Alliance, its creed being the statement of doctrine adopted by the Alliance in its 
first Conference of 1846, Thus formed, the Charch has firmly kept the faith, and 
still invites to its membership all ‘who, in acknowledged penitence for sin 
humble trast in the Lord Jesus Christ, are trying, by divine grace, to lead a godly 
i It has thus been in itself an Evangelical Alliance, Church of 
England adherents, English Dissenters, Scotch Presbyterians, American Episcopa- 
liana, Congregationalists, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, have joined in its 
worship and work. The healthfal power of such a church, in sach a field, can be 
more easily imagined than told. Even apart from the more specific results of 
preaching and pastoral visitation, the results must have been beyond computation. 
A holy testimony has been borne Essential Christianity has been embodied. 
Protestant unity has been illustrated. The alliance of Christians in America with 
Christians in France has been honoured. The name of Christ has been exalted in 
the midst of worldliness and irreligion."’ 2 

Dr. Beard’s immediate predecessor in the ministry of the Church was the eminent 
Dr. E. W. Hitcheock. The Church is in very friendly relation to all branches of 
evangelical work in France, and Dr. Beard sits on the Board of Direction of the 
McAll Mission. It is evidently a centre of wholesome influence, and though intended 
in the first instance for American citizens, it is likely. to be a factor of some import- 
ance in the extension of Protestant teaching on the Continent. 

| FEMALE WORK IN MISSIONS. 
| WOMAN'S UNION MISSIONARY SOCIETY (AMERICA), Exo. 
Accounts from India show that the charitable work carried on in connerion with 
Obristian missions produces a favourable impression even on those who seem least likely 
to be impressed. For instance: Mrs. Page, of the Woman's Union Missionary Society, 
writes from Caleutta, India: “Some 


| 
| 
ren belonging to + t N iz ydera bac 
‘orphanage’ on m and were anxious to know what a native Christian 
even fits large bath-or ‘tank, and our sewing machines. They went away‘ very much 
obliged,’ they’said, and I thoaght no more about them; but a day or two after a letter 
came, wishing for a few particulars concerning this echool. I wrote a brief history of it in 
five pages for my answer, and was surprised to receive in return a cheque for five hundred 
rupees, for the use of the orphanage. Of course I was delighted and very thankful, as 
the children needed some new clothing. I began having some purchased at once with the 
good Nizam’s gift. As this prince is a Mohammedan, and as such entirely opposed to the 
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the health of some, which, I am sorry to say, have been realized in two or three instances. 
The work bes been of power, and the whole school bes been powerfully moved change’. 
« Thirty-seven, | am informed, are asking for baptism, about ten now school 
The most remarkable feature of the work, however, has 


been the new experience which the Christians have had They have nearly all gained « 
new, @ living, a spisitnal view of trath which they bave never bad before. So great is 
this revelation to some of them that they think they have never been Christians before ; 
po doubt some among them were only intellectually Christians. As was to be expected, 


The Herald informs us of a movement which has taken place spontaneously in Japan, 
and which shows how the leaven of Christianity is working in the the com- 
munity: “ Several Japanese gentlemen, deeply impressed with the need of a medical 
school, in which the influences shall favour the moral and religious development of the 
students, have asked the co-operation of Christian philanthropists in America and Great 
Britain in the establishment of such a medical school for their country. It is lamentably 
true that, et the present time, an atmosphere of scepticism and materialism pervades the 
professional institutions of Japan, and the Christian community are unwilling that the 
physicians, who are to enter their homes, should be trained under such influences. They 
propose, therefore, to secure grounds and erect buildings, probably at Kioto, and ask aid 
from friends abroad in the endowment of professorships. The movement is specially pro- 
mising, inasmuch as it is entirely indigenous, the people on the ground taking the initiative. 
Dr. J. C. Berry, well known as the medical missionary of our Bosrd at Okayama, com- 
pelled for reasons of health to visit the United States, was asked by the representatives of 
the churehes in Japan to present the matter of this Christian Medical School to friends in 
the United States. It is proposed to make the institution undenominational, but thoroughly 
Christian. Missionaries in Japan, connected with the principal organizations labouring 
there, have heartily endorsed the enterpriee. This movement strikes us as presenting « 


Government colleges, where no religion was taught, too much Christisn influence might 
yet be brought to bear on the minds of the students.” 
In regard to Africa, it is announced that the American Baptist Missionary Union has 
resolved to enter upon missionary work in Africa, and to assume the work begun on the 
Congo River by the Livingstone Inland Mission. As the Baptists are a very 
denomination in America, they ee ae raising a liberal eum of money 
to carry out missionary operations in this new field. iting from his station on the West 
Central part of Africa, Mr. Stover says: “ You would be gréatly-impressed by the differ- 
ence between the boys who come to listen to us and those who do not. There has been @ 
- great change in our own boys. From ten to twenty come to our Sabbath service now, all 
neatly clad. Every boy bas some sort of gsrment which he keeps exclusively for Sunday 
wear, and, if a stranger comes who has nothing, the others usually manage to spare him @ 
little here and there from their own wardrobes. Our boy Cato, for instance, has three 
shirts. He puts on his Jest on Sunday, and lends his second-best to any one so unfortunate 
, as not to have one, from seven-year-old Muchuka upward.”” This little darkie bears a very 
4 stern name, but shows a kindly heart, such as the old Roman he is called after, with all his 
claims to greatness, did nct possess, 
The troubles which have taken place between France and China have naturally caused =~ 
a gooa deal of avxiety about Protestant missions in that quarter. It appears, however, that 
4 favour in high places has been won by the missionaries. A letter from Tinigcho says : ** A 
2 short time since, in a conference with Li-Hung Chang, the Governor of this province, and 
the foremost man in China, Mr. Pilcher, wissionary of the American Methodist Mission, and 
temporarily American Consul at Tientsin, was asked by the Governor if there was anything 
he could do for the missionary work. Mr. Pilcher not instantly replying, the Governor 
proceeded to say that he had a real desire to know about the missionary work, and would be 
very glad to heip, if it were in his power. Mr. Pilcher then told him of the unfavoura b 


| 

| the revival in Japan has aroused the hostility of the Duddbista, who are Organisny 

crusade against “the new way.” In some places they have resorted to force. Lectures 

against Shristianity are delivered, under the auspices of society designed to suppress 

Christian faith. Quite recently, an effort has been made to establish ¢ Buddhist Theo- 

logical Schoo) at Kioto, to withstand the influence of Christian institutions.” 

| 

‘i remarkable contrast to one which took place in India, when some of the wealthier natives 

‘ started an institution or college of their own, because they were afraid that, even in the 
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location of our mission premises at Pao-ting-fu, of the illnesses and deaths there, and of 
at as soon as suitable 
ones could be found, if they would inform him, he would see that there was no trouble in 
securing them. Heretofore Governor Li has been chiefly interested in medical missions, to 
which he has made large contributions” After relating a second iticident of similar 
character, Mr. Pilcher continues: “I may also refer to another case somewhat paralle!. 
Not long ago the intendant of circuit at Tientsin expressed his desire to Dr. Atterbury for a 
college with a medical department, and promised large belp in building in case teachers 
could be procured from America, and Dr, Atterbury would take charge of the medical 
department. It is certainly hopeful that three such men, in the highest positions of honour 
and influence, not only do not attack Christianity, but do, in some sort, look kindly upon 
it, and lend the weight of their commanding influence in its favour.” 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
The principal items of recent intelligence refer to the Nyanza Mission. Mr. 
O'Flaherty hed suffered from « serious attack of fever from which he had recovered. The 
boat Eleano: was completed at Smith Sound, and launched, and a few days afterwaris Mr. 
Mackay started in her for Uganda He gives a very interesting “log” of ber maiden 
trip. King Mtess appears to be still somewhat fickle in his temper, and the missionaries 
have occasionally some trouble with him. The spirit they show will be seen from this little 
incident; “‘ We had not got our usual camp-stools to sit on. I therefore asked the king 
that they might be brought. The katikiro replied that he sat on the ground, and so might 
we. I answered that when I came bere first [ got a stool in front of the chiefs ; next time 
I came to the country they put my stool behind ; now, to-day, on my third arrival, we got 
only a mat behind every one ; that we were Englishmen, and would not sit on the ground, 
still lees in the background. At once stools were brought in, and Ashe and myself sat on 
them close to the king, and in front of every one.” Mr. O'Flaherty says that fifty-eight had 
been baptized within six monthe. The most important case of winning to the Gospel is thus 
narrated : “ Since I last wrote, the king’s favourite daughter, and my friend, fell desperately 
ill. A troop of Lubari priests and doctors attended her. In her last extremity the katikiro 
sent for me. I went to see her; she was apparently dying ; her burning pains found expres- 
sion in piercing cries. I banished out the crowd of Luberi—an Augean task. God has 
made use of my medical knowledge to raise up the dying woman. ~The fame of this 
* wonderful cure’ has fled far, and one result is that I find myself flooded with cases. Even 
the king himself has sent for me to prescribe for him! But this is not the only result. 
There is another far more ifmportant one. A few days ago there came a princess, one of the 
king’s daughters, with a train of maids. I was sitting in my baraza, talking seriously to three 
chiefs—one a mighty one—who had visited me in the early morning. The large baraza 
was crowded with their united retinues. Immediately at the sound of the words‘ Princess ! 
Princess !’ the crowds divided, and the princess and her maids walked up to the chair on 
which I was seated. She said, ‘ Philipo, I know you have much to do and little time, so I 
. hope you will not refuse me my request, which is that you will teach me and my maids to 
read the Word of God, and to know the religion of Jesus Christ.’ Having dismissed our 
guests, I invited the princess into our house with her train. I taught her the whole day. 
She astonished me that she showed no signs of fatigue. She breakfasted and dined with us. 
Next morning early she brought a present of plantains, and remained the whole day ; the 
third and fourth days likewise. Her seriousness of manner, the extent, variety, and range 
of her questions, made me feel not only that she fully understood my teaching, but that the 
Spirit of life had touched her heart, Like a thirsty African soil, her soul drank in the les- 
sons of grace.” _ . 
BAPTIST MISSIONS. 
The Missionary Herald (London) contains « letter from Mr. Thomas White, which was i 
sent to Mr. Baynes, the Secretary of the Missionary Society, with a cheque for £2,000. 4 
Mr. White had named this sum in his will as a legacy to the Baptist Missionary Society, 
but resolved to hand it over during his own lifetime. 
Arthington, of Leeds, pointing out the directions in which the most promising advance ; 
? advancing from other points. Mr. Arthington says: “Especially I want us to use these 


Fs 


Congo and the difficulty of the language. In regard to the latter point, he says : 
Congo language, of which we hope to publish shortly a dictionary and grammar, is as 


4 


LUTHERAN MISSIONS. 

There are many difficulties which meet the missionary on the 
not oceur to our minds at home. The food question is one of these. In reference to it, 
the Rev. C. Schnure, of the Lutheran Mission in Indis, writes thus: “ 
we mast present the matter of food very carefully, or they expect to be helped, 
almost any of them would join us. But this is not the argument of one man 
masses are forced to think likewise. Let me illustrate. Last evening I met the Christian 


was 


I 
much, and especially so when, on His day, all others are out battling for life. But when 
the Christian does abstain from Sabbath work, amd they do, what do they have? Perhaps 
service once during the day. They cannot read, except a very few, 80 called, and, we fear, 
discuss subjects fureign to Christianity. Some, for want of food, must fast, but contrary to 
their will. I often feel perplexed, in the face of a pure gospel and the third command, when 
seeing the real condition of the masses. But God’s law must and shall prevail, and in the 
- future years of our Christian effort in India, as in other nations, the observance of the 
Sabbath will be established. Just now, Government employers, as well as others, will cancel 
the labourers’ position rather than excuse them from working on the Sabbath. Scores of 
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stations on the Arami, somewhat as the Rosetta Stone was used—that is, as places where, 
meting of ot persons of various ead of of 
Africa, north of Congo, which do not belong to the Banta family, the of Christ 
can the more readily communicate the all-precious Gospel widely in the southern parts of 
Northern Africa. And yet, again, with longing heart and hope, I desire to reach the 
Albert Lake, that we may not only gather out the elect of God, but that we may meet the 
members of the Freedmen’s Aid Society on the lake, they having their regular course to its 
northern shore, by the Nile; and so, for our part, effectually check, and gradually destroy, 
the terribly cruel slave-trade.” Mr. Arthingtom promises a donation of £2,000 if the 
society should agree to the plan he proposes, and his offer was accepted on the conditions he 
bames. 
; In connexion with the mission on the Congo, Mr. Baynes visited Brussel, and had an 
interview with his Majesty the King. As the result of negotiations with his Majesty and 
| the International Association of the Congo, two important agreements have been entered 
rental in 
which to 
a great deal of 
regular and expressive. There are no irregular verbs. Altogether, it would be 
: serious undertaking to learn French than to learn the Congo language, when properly 
iy people—men, women, and children—coming from the harvest fields, where they were 
an cutting grain. I asked them what they had earned, and mum shown the small sheaf of 
tri grain which, when threshed, would make a meal for four persons. This was a full day's 
Y wages for one. When work is slack they ext but two full meals per day, but in harvest- 
ni time three meals, so each full labourer can lay aside one meal daily in harvest-time. But 
f caleulate for the children, whose number is legion, and we have a small surplus, if any. 
Surely the rice-pot is often necessarily scanted. With such facta, too true of most of our 
sa Christians, we are forced to see that to rest every seventh day is physically a sacrifice. 
Dristial ve changed their positions on this account, and tens of scores refuse to joim us 
vecause of this. A few days since an entire village based their refusal on this, and, I think, 
not without a cause.” 
The fact of having to live in friendly relations with their heathen neighbours tends to 
make converts endeavour after some sort of compromise. Thus a missionary writes: “In 
| a few cases a grown-up son is the only professing Christian, the parents being itolatons : 


| 
the 
but the congregation was by no means wearied, and I heard some of them singing still long 
after the service was ended.” | H 
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Eeq., Swansea. 
Mrs. Jones, Swansea 

Mrs. Ford, Swansea. 

Miss Morgan, Swansea. 

W. H. Forester, Eeq., Swansea. 
Mra. Forester, Swansea. 

Mrs. M , Swansea. 

Miss Annie Jones, Swansea. 

F. G. Bishop, Esq., Swansea. 


Mrs. Swansea. 
Rev. Jno. , Cardiff. 
E. R. Jones, Eea., Cardiff. 


General Field reported on deputation 
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and it was stated that Colonel Pashkoff, Count 
Korff, and others, bad been banished from 
the country. 

It was deemed desirable that this subject 
should he brought before the Conference at 
Copenhagen with a view to discussing what 
steps, if any, should be taken in the matter. 

THE WEIK OF PRAYER IN TAHITI. 

An interesting letter was read from “the 
Members of the Permanent Committee of the 
Superior Council of the Tahitian Churches,” 
reporting that, for many years past, the Week 
of Prayer bad been regularly observed by the 
twenty-two churches of Tabiti, and that they 


had experienced great joy in uniting with 


God’s people throughout the world in this 


annual celebration. 


DEPUTATION WORK. 
Frecp, reported his ; Evangelical Alliance and its work. On June 


having visited Newcastle-on-Tyne and Tyne- 


20 Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Bainbridge very 


mouth, in the hope of reviving interest in the | kindly gathered many of the Lord’s people 


Aug. 1, 1884.) 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
held on Thursdey, 10; the Treasurer Mrs. Clapham, Mr. and Mrs. Richard | 
presiding, The Scriptures were read by | Cory, and Mr. and Mr. Forester; for their 
ae valuable services in convening meetings at 
Clemance. ; their residences on behalf of the Alliance. 
Reported the death of the Rev. Thos. y 
Curme and the Rev. Dr. Aveling since the 
last meeting. The former had been among = / 
the earliest friends of the Alliance and « 
ge ny member of the Council for thirty years. Dr. 
Aveling bed also been member of the 
~ Council for many years. Also reported the 
Mrs. ee death of the Rev. Prebendary Hawker, 
F. i. Newcastle. Treasurer of Exeter Cathedral, who had been 
ewcastle. President of the Branch at Ilfracombe since 
' its formation. The Secretaries were re- 
quested to convey to the bereaved families 
, an expression of the warm sympathy of this 
., Newcastle. Council. 
Acworth Anges, Keq., Newcastle. In regard to the Copenhagen Conference, 
Mrs. Newcastle. 
Mrs. This. Poster Potts, Newcastle. copies were laid on the table of the completed 
programme, and alg of a circular showing 
te gy the reductions of fares obtained from the vari- 
Miss E. B. Porter, Newcastle. ous railway and steamboat companies. The ; 
ra. F. Lightfoot, Newcastle. programme contained the names of many dis- 
tinguished foreigners who had expressed their 
intention to be present, in addition to those 
Jno, Fenwick, already named as speakers. 
or-General villand, Blackheat 
8 General Partridge, Beckenham. RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN RUSSIA. 
Dr. Rewline, The subject of a freah outburst of religious 
; Mss. Rawlins, Swansea. intolerance in Russia was brought forward, - 
Mrs. J. Dowle Jones, Swanses. 
Miss Parnell, Swanses. 
Miss Ellen Parnell, Swansea. J 
Mrs. Robert Rees, Swansea. i 
| 
Dr. Griffiths, Cardiff. i 
Miss M. Smith, Glasgow. 
DEPUTATION WORK. | 
work, | 
and the Council desired that their best thanks | | 
| 


cited deep interest, and surprise was 
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together at their residence. The address ex- 


at the great and blessed work of the 

the extentand character of which had not 
been previously understood by some of the 
friends present. The Deputation was warmly 
thanked, and several gentlemen rose and 
spoke strongly in favour of supporting the 
society. At the close of the meeting, friends 
came forward as subscribers, and gave their 
names for membership in the Alliance. 

On June 21 Mrs, Clapham gave a garden 
party at Jesmond Cottage ; andalthough many 
tion, owing to their having to leave the city 
from Saturday to Monday, yet a goodly 


Jesus wasenlarged upon. The Week of Prayer, 
originated by the Alliance, which has 
now become universal; the society's faith- 
fulness to the truth as it is in Jesus—its 
advocacy of religious liberty, and its oft- 
Tepeated intervention in behalf of the perse- 
cuted children of God in many lands, ete.,— 
were explained. Warm sympathy was elicited 
and practically manifested at the close of the 
meeting by many expressing their desire to 
become members of the Alliance. 

On June 23, at Tynemouth, by the kind 
exertions of J. France, Esq., a public meeting 
was convened in the Wesleyan School-room. 


readings were also given to large andiences. 
On July 7, General Field visited Cardiff, 


were strangers to the work of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, snd on becoming ac- 
quainted with its principles and operations, 


throne.’ Who are they ? and what are they 
doing? They are not a few, but a great 


through the lattice, there 
we shall see Him face to face,” 


NORWICH 
Tae Committee of the Norwich Branch | 


BRANCH. | 
~ “The Committee having decided to invite 


of the Alliance have a the Evangelical Alliance to hold its Annual 


Conference in their city last October, a sab- 


report concludes with the following remarks, | committee was appointed to make all neces- 


which we have much pleasure in quoting :— sary arrangements. Special prayer-meetings 


2 
| General Field again made known the prin. 
| International Conference, to 
and at other meetings, and contributions 
were invited towards the fund which is being 
raised to meet the expenses. 
On Jane 22 (Lord’s-day), in the afternoon 
and evening, Gospel addresses were given by 
| General Field, in the Qircus, to between 3,000 
and 4,000 people ; and on previous days, in the 
) Central Hall, Young Men’s and Young 
| Women’s Christian Association Rooms, Bible 
number came, Deputation was most 
| cordially received. The chief object of the gathered friends together at a garden party 
Alliance at home in promoting brotherly | to hear of the progress of the Evangelical 
| love and union among all who love the Lord | Alliance in its operations at home and 
; abroad, At the close of the address, several 
. : ministers spoke in strong terms of appre- 
) ) ciation, and a vote of thanks was passed to 
| | the Deputation. Several gave their names 
: to become members, and likewise subscribed. 
| On July 8, at Swansea, Mr. and Mrs. 
: Forester, of Sketty Park, gave a dtawing- 
, room meeting at their residence, and a 
large namber of friends were present. Many 
gladly expressed their desire to become 
+ BATH BRANCH. 
ay Tae quarterly prayer-meeting of the Bath | number. At first none but angels dwelt 
if Branch of the Evangelical Alliance was held with God. Abel at length entered heaven, 
Ze in the Assembly Rooms on June 26. Dr. | the sole representative of our race. Bat from 
ee Eyre presided, and Captain Palmer, H. | that day to the present, what a teeming 
i Stokes, Esq., and the Rev. H. Tarrant | multitude are before the throne—a miscel- 
mi (one of the Secretaries) engaged in prayer. | laneous multitude, ‘of all nations and 
* oy An able address, of which the following |kindreds and tongues—the Ethiopian 
is an outline, was given by the Rev. eunuch, the Philippian gaoler, the fisher- 
*: F. Pocock, Incumbent of Portland Chapel : | men of Galilee ! They were once moarners, 
~ “We are solemnized by recent bereave-| but have come out of great tribulation ; and 
¥ ments (several members having died since | what are they doing? Celebrating a victory, 
ee the last meeting), so I turn your | performing a service, sitting on thrones, 
E attention to the ‘ oe enjoying the beatific vision. Here we get 


© 


Deputation for their kindness in 
of the Alliance. 


The cordial thanks of the Council were 
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consist of 
truth 
in the 
does 
task 
one 
the 
the 
A of Council was held on further 
with reading the Scriptures and prayer. 
The Secretary reported that an important | given to the 


eddressing large congre- 
ord’e-day in Clonmel, 
i Limerick. 

Waterford, Tramore, Fermoy, Cork, Queens- 
town, Youghal, Bandon, Clonakilty, Tralee,| The Sec 1 
Limerick, and Athlone had been visited by | the Rev. William Haslam, of London, had ) 
deputations from this Council. The Rev. J. | been continuously engaged in holding mission ) 

Dryden Smylie~(Incumbent of St. Luke's, | services, under the auspices of this branch 
Dublin), Major-Gen. Stoney, Lieut-Col. Hall, | of the Alliance, in various cities and towns | 

Rev. Thomas Mills (Incumbent of St. Jude’s,|in the South of Ireland. The mission 
Dublin), and the Secretary had attended and | commenced in Waterford, and continued in | 

| addressed the meetings, which had been, as a | that city from the 18th to 24th May. The 
: rule, largely attended. Much interest had | meetings were held in the Protestant Hall, f 
been manifested, and a considerable number | and were largely attended. Ministers of «i! if 
of persons had expressed a desire to be | Protestant denominations took part in the | 

received im membership. . The Secretary | proceedings. Every afternoon Mrs. Haslam 
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| 
| 
; 
| “Dean Farenps,—We salate you in our the new 
| dear Lord Jesus Christ. “ Those 
| “We, the undersigned, members of the | the twent 
| Permanent Committee of the Superior Council | second week 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


*,° Remittsnces may be made payable to the onder of either 
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Alliance Honse, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 


BC 9 THE VISITATION 
intercessions, The Evan- 

? 


